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Senator FRAZIER. Mr. President, a great deal has been 
said about an extra session, the possibility of it and the ad­
visability of it. Of course, there is much that might be said 
both for and against a special session. I  have a statement 
prepared by Dr. Arthur MacDonald, of this city, which may 
be termed a scientific analysis of the subject. I  ask unani­
mous consent that it be printed in the R ecord at this point.
The VICE PRESIDENT. Without objection, it is so 
ordered.
In the history of Congress, there seems not to have been a 
Congress where the political parties of both Houses were so evenly 
divided as will he the case in the next Congress. From the table, 
giving the percentages of deaths for five Congresses preceding the 
next Congress, it will be seen that, relatively, the mortality of 
Republicans is distinctly greater than that of the Democrats.
Percentages of deaths
C o n g re ss
S e n a te H o u s e
R e p u b l i­
c a n D e m o c ra t
R e p u b l i­
c a n D e m o c ra t
S e v e n t y - f i r s t______________ ________________ 6 5 5 6
S e v e n t i e t h __________ ______ _________________ 4 4 4 2
S i x t y - n i n t h _____ ________ ___________________ 11 5 3 1
S i x ty - e ig h th . .____ __________________________ 11 0 4 5
S ix ty - s e v e n t h _______________________________ 5 2 4 5
A l l . . . . _______________________ ______ _ 7 .4 3 . 2 4 3 .8
I f  an extra session occurs soon after March 4, in all probability 
the Republicans will reorganize the next Congress; but by next 
December it seems equally probable that the Democrats will 
reorganize Congress.
The Republicans have been in power much longer than the 
Democrats in recent times; they are, therefore, older and nat­
urally more deaths occur among them. The very large Repub­
lican majority in the House will disappear, leaving mostly the 
older Republicans. Moreover, the large number of new Demo­
cratic Members will naturally be younger and will show a much 
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2lower mortality; so that If there be no extra session, the prob­
abilities of the Democrats reorganizing the next Congress are 
very great.
Prom the Republican point of view, an early extra session (no 
matter how much it is undesired) will be more advantageous 
than to take the chances of reorganization by the Democrats.
Prom the Democratic point of view, no extra session will, in all 
probabilities, be to their advantage.
The predicted evils to business of an extra session may be, in 
general, true; but in the coming Congress, beyond the supply 
bills, there can be very little legislation unless it is very generally 
agreed to; that is, almost requiring unanimous consent, so that 
it is very liable to be very good legislation.
In short, minimum legislation of maximum quality may char­
acterize the next Congress. This will make it represent the 
people most fully and may turn out to be a model Congress.
According to the table above, from the Sixty-seventh Congress 
up to the present time, more than twice as many Republican Sen­
ators have died as Democratic Senators, that is, relative to their 
respective numbers. (See end of table.)
In the present Congress, 6 per cent of Republicans and 5 per 
cent of Democrats have died (first line). In the Seventieth Con­
gress, the percentages of deaths are equal; in the Sixty-ninth Con­
gress the deaths of Republican Senators are relatively twice (11 
per cent) as numerous as the deaths of Democratic Senators (5 
per cent); in the Sixty-eighth Congress 11 per cent of Republicans 
died and no Democrats. In the Sixty-seventh Congress more than 
twice as many Republicans (5 per cent) died than Democrats (2 
per cent). I f  between March 4 and December (9 months> next, 
the proportions continue, it is extremely probable that the Demo­
crats will have a majority in the Senate and reorganize the Senate. 
In addition to this probability, there are a number of Republicans 
whose States have Democratic governors, who in case of their 
deaths would appoint Democrats.
In the House the proportions are not as large for the five Con­
gresses (67th to 71st), 4 and 3.8 per cent, respectively, but, as 
already noted, about 100 Democrats come into the House, and 
naturally they are much younger, and the relative number of 
deaths would be less, and therefore will increase the probability 
of a majority of Democrats December next, and doubtless will 
reorganize the House. Will Republicans or Democrats organize 
the Seventy-second Congress?
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